Practical Assignment

WRMP

1 PRODUCE A RESPONSE TO THIS QUERY
To whom it may concern

We are environmental consultants, and inter alia compile Water Use License Applications (WULAs).  One of our clients built two instream dams on his property.  The one dam is in the Makwassiespruit, while the other one is just downstream of this dam in one of the tributaries of the Makwassiespruit.  We applied on his behalf for a Water Use License, and the Department came back stating that the license has been declined due to a ‘stressed catchment’.  Upon requesting more details regarding the decision of the Department, they could only say that the decline is based on the ‘stressed catchment’.  

We are now appealling against the Department’s decision, and are aiming to determine if the catchment is indeed under so much stress that the presence of the dams are of significance and valid enough reason to decline the application, without making suggestions for example to increase the spillway, allow more water flow through, etc.  An extensive survey has been conducted on both the dams and all dimensions, volumes, etc. are available.

Therefore, I would like to request a response regarding your thoughts on if the catchment is indeed ‘stressed’ to such an extent that the dams should be decommisioned.  Will you be able to assist us in this? Furthermore, are their possibly any other options for my Client besides removing the dams?

Your Faithfully.
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